
 
 

 

 

Montreal/Ottawa, December 3rd, 2024 

A call to action for disability-inclusive global health  

Statement by Anne Delorme, Executive Director of Humanity & Inclusion Canada & Julia Anderson 
Chief Executive Officer of the Canadian Partnership for Women and Children’s Health  

As we approach the 2025 Global Disability Summit, Humanity & Inclusion (HI) Canada and the 
Canadian Partnership for Women and Children’s Health (CanWaCH) stand ready to work in 
partnership with the Government of Canada to achieve stronger inclusion of women and girls with 
disabilities in global health programming. Recognizing that doing so requires all stakeholders to 
take action, we are eager to explore ways and means that will also enable Canadian organizations 
to mobilize the resources and funding essential to carry this priority forward.  

Although 1 in 5 women worldwide have disabilities — with even higher rates in low- and middle-
income countries — they remain largely invisible, particularly in the global health sector.i When 
addressing the needs and rights of people with disabilities, the specific challenges faced by women 
and girls with disabilities, and the ways in which gender shapes their experiences, are often 
overlooked.ii It is therefore not surprising to learn that women with disabilities are twice as likely as 
women without disabilities to experience gender-based violence,iii or that in numerous countries, 
over 50 per cent of women with disabilities do not have their family planning needs satisfied and do 
not have control over their own reproductive health.iv 

Canada has committed to empower women and girls with disabilities by ratifying the Convention 
on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) in 2010. In 2021, Canada also “adopted a ‘twin-
track approach’ that includes mainstreaming disability with an intersectional, cross-cutting 
approach to programming based on Canada’s Feminist International Assistance Policy”.v At the 
2022 Global Disability Summit, Canada committed to provide greater assistance to people with 
disabilities and to advance disability inclusion in the care agenda.vi  

However, to more fully realize this commitment, we need to scale up our funding to meet existing 
and emerging challenges and opportunities. Currently, Canada’s funding directed towards people 
with disabilities across all sectors is only 3 per cent.vii More specifically, there is little Canadian 
funding targeting women and girls with disabilities’ access to health care, including access to 
sexual and reproductive health and rights.viii  

In the 2023 report International Assistance in Support of Gender Equality, Canada’s Auditor 
General pointed out that “the department’s gender equality assessment process for projects did 
not consistently include analysis of intersecting identify factors, apart from age.”ix Similar to gender 
equality decades ago, significant work remains for Canada and the global community to ensure 
that disability rights are systematically integrated into development and humanitarian 
programming.  



To improve access to health care for women and girls with disabilities, we recommend that the 
Government of Canada: 

1. Increase funding allocation for initiatives with a disability focus in health programming; 
2. Support programs that target disability-inclusive sexual and reproductive health and rights; 
3. Provide mandatory training to Global Affairs Canada staff on disability-inclusive 

programming. Similar to the GBA+ training for staff to better understand gender equality, 
training on disability inclusion will help ensure that people with disabilities are not left 
behind;  

4. Initiate systematic data collection on disability to design appropriate strategies that 
improve access to health and other essential services; 

5. Uphold its 2022 Global Disability Summit commitment to all people with disabilities in the 
context of paid and unpaid care work. 
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